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In February 2005 we got the fi nal 
approval for our ENMaR project 
(European Network of Municipalities 
and Rivers) from the INTERREG 
IIIC North Zone Steering Commit-
tee. Straight away after the appro-
val ENMaR started operations. The 
fi rst thing to happen was a partner 
meeting, which took place in Hano-
ver. You will fi nd details about the 
“Kickoff” in this newsletter.

Within the next 3 years ENMaR aims 
to encourage regional development 
through the WFD. Spatial planning, 
water services, tourism, forestry and 
agriculture are core areas of ENMaR 
as these determine regional deve-
lopment. ENMaR is adopting the 
integrated approach of the WFD. 
There are 7 Partners in 5 regions 
working together in ENMaR. The 
project partners do not represent re-
gions in the sense of regional autho-
rities, therefore we adopted the river 
basin approach of the water frame-
work directive. We also want to work 
across (administrative and countries) 
boundaries and identifi ed the river 
basins where partners are located 
as the regions taking part. So it will 
be the Mersey (England), the Emån 
(SE), the Gauja (LV), the Miño (ES) 
and the Weser (DE).

According to partners’ background, 
main interest or special situation re-
sponsibilities for the four core areas, 
identifi ed as crucial for the imple-
mentation of the water framework 
directive and regional development, 
have been assigned. So “Vides pro-
jekti” (LV) is leading tourism, “Mersey 
Basin Campaign” and the “University 
of Manchester” (England) are leading 
spatial planning, the “Oldenburgisch-
Ostfriesischer Wasserverband” (DE) 
is responsible for water services and 
the “Emåförbundet” together with the 
“Universidad Santiago de Compo-
stela” are responsible for agriculture 
and forestry. But still every partner, 
and therefore every region, is wor-
king on every subject. The “Kommu-
nale Umwelt-AktioN U.A.N.” is lead-
partner of the ENMaR project.

In this Newsletter you will fi nd a short 
discription of every partner in the 
ENMaR project. The next newsletter 
will introduce the regions to you.

The INTERREG IIIC Project ENMaR started

Project Partners
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Partners from Sweden, England, Spain, 
Latvia and Germany working together at 
their fi rst partner meeting of the Project 
ENMaR in Hanover.

From 30th March to 1st April the fi rst 
ENMaR project partner meeting took 
place in Hanover, in order to set the 
project on its way in terms of con-
tent. After some fundamental things 
concerning the project management 
were clarifi ed, two of the main topics, 
which the project is focusing on, 
were on the agenda. Experiences 
with the implementation process of 
the Water Framework Directive were 
exchanged, structures, forms of or-

ganisation and competencies within 
the scope of spatial planning and 
water services were illustrated and 
their pros and cons were discussed. 
A further goal of the meeting was 
to prepare the forthcoming regional 
workshops, which would involve the 
local stakeholders. In the course of 
this fi rst project partner meeting in an 
offi cial celebration hour international 
representatives of municipalities, 
groups of interests and governments 
spoke about the meaning, oppor-
tunities and problems of the Water 
Framework Directive in the regional 
development of their countries.

Emåförbundet is aiming to create 
environmentally and economical-
ly sustainable development in the 
Emån catchment. In the beginning 
of the 1990’s the municipalities in the 
Emån catchment, together with the 
Regional Adminisrative Boards and 
NGO’s decided to create a platform 
for discussion and joint action to fi nd 
solutions to several problems in the 
area and to work for economic and 

environmental sustainibility in the 
river basin. Emåförbundet has been 
initiated to promote long-term, su-
stainable utilization of the Emån, its 
tributaries, lakes and surroundings. 
It is a question of informing everyone 
of the river’s inestimable value as a 
common resource both now and in 
the future.

The project is being funded by a 
number of authorities and organi-
sation. Among these are the eight 
municipalities which the river runs 
through, four each in the counties 

of Jönköping and Kalmar. These 
are Sävsjö, Nässjö, Vetlanda, Eksjö, 
Hultsfred, Högsby, Mönsterås and 
Oskarshamn. The country admini-
strative boards in the two respective 
counties are also involved as are the 
Regional Council in Kalmar County, 
the Emån Water Association, the 
National Board of Fisheries, the Na-
tional Road Administration, the Euro-
pean Union and Objective 5b, Sou-
theast Sweden.

To drive the project forward, eight 
working groups focusing on different 
aspects have been set up. These 
work with pollutants, nature and cul-
ture, fi sh and fi sheries, stormwater, 
water management, business and 
tourism, agriculture and forestry, as 
well as the EU Water Framework Di-
rective.

• More employment in tourism.
• Increased number of visitors to the 

area.
• Better possibilities for developing 

new business enterprises in far-
ming and forestry.

• Easier access to lakes, rivers, 
nature and to places of historic or 
cultural interest.

• Increased awareness of the values 
in the Emå region.

• Better co-ordination between diffe-
rent enterprises and stakeholders 
within the watershed.

• Increased interaction between dif-
ferent stakeholders to fi nd a stra-
tegy for how the natural recourses 
can be exploited from a holistic 
and sustainable perspective.

• Better water quality within the 
Emån watershed. Pollution should 
not restrict the use of the water re-
sources for drink water production, 
fi shing, bathing, industrial purpo-
ses etc.

Kickoff - Meeting
in Hanover

Emåförbundet -
Sweden

Goals of Emåförbundet:
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Emåförbundet
c/o Vetlanda kommun
S-574 80 Vetlanda

Bo Troedsson
Tel.: +46 (0)383/97305
E-Mail: bo.troedsson@vetlanda.se
www.eman.se

Vides Projekti
Pils iela 17
LV-1050 Riga

Ingrida Bremere
Tel.: + 371/7211198
E-Mail: ingrida.bremere@bef.lv
www.videsprojekti.lv

• Better environment for Trout and 
Salmon.

• The high values that exist within 
the watershed shall be preserved 
and developed. Natural species 
shall remain in sustainable popu-
lations.

The State enterprise “Vides Projek-
ti” was established in 1997 to foster 
the realization of environmental in-
vestment and regional development 
projects, providing the necessary 
assistance for the project implemen-
tators, state institutions, especially, 
local municipalities, and internatio-
nal fi nance organizations during the 
whole project implementation.

• to provide the service for environ-
mental, nature protection and regi-
onal development projects;

• preparation of projects according 
to the priorities and requirements 
set by the Ministry of Environ-
ment;

• to attach credit resources and do-
nations;

• co-operation with the international 
fi nance organizations and donor 
countries;

• and the supervision and manage-
ment of projects.

• Environmental planning and land-
scape architecture;

• Research of polluted sites and 
preparation and implementation of 
remediation projects;

• Consultations and preparation of 
projects by the order of local au-
thorities, state institutions and pri-
vate employers to attract funding 
from the European Union and 
other Assisstance Funds, and dif-
ferent credit resources;

• Elaboration of feasibility studies in 
cooperation with local authorities;

• Consultations and preparation of 
projects for Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) and Strategic 
Environmental Assessment (SEA) 
procedure and for receiving per-
mission for polluting activities of 
different categories;

• Planning and implementation of 
public information activities on the 
protection of nature and environ-
ment; Complex campaigns in the 
mass media, television broadca-
sting “Vides Fakti”;

• Filming services (advertising clip 
“Welcome to My Country” by the 
order of the Latvian Institute, fi lms 
on the projects realized under the 
European Union LIFE Programme 
a.o.);

• Providing of partnership in inter-
national organisations’ projects 
– United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP), Global Envi-
ronmental Facility (GEF) a.o.

• Working-out and implementation 
of energy effi ciency projects;

• Working-out and implementation 
of waste management projects;

• Organization of seminars and con-
ferences;

• Implementation of Ecotourism In-
frastructure projects;

• Preparation of projects in informa-
tive technologies.

State enterprise “Vides Projekti” is 
not afraid of taking up and managing 
complicated, even contradictory pro-
jects. “Vides Projekti” regularly in-
forms the society, helping to acquire 
a more positive attitude towards the 
projects. There is an independent 
project within the “Vides Projekti” – 
Vides Filmu Studija (Wildlife and En-
vironmental Film Productions), which 
has specialized in the fi lms about 
nature and environment. Vides Filmu 
Studija creates a weekly, informa-
tive and analytical television broad-
casting “Vides fakti” (Environmental 
Facts) on actual matters of environ-
ment, nature processes and human 
habitat in Latvia and world-wide.

Vides Projekti - 
Latvia

Services offered by the 
Vides Projekti are very di-
verse, including:

The main tasks of
 Vides Projekti are:
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Mersey 
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Sector 

Private 
Sector

Public 
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 Economic 

Environmental 

Social 

Mersey Basin Campaign
Fourways House
57 Hilton Street
UK-Manchester M1 2EJ

Caroline Riley
Tel.: +44 (0)161/242 82-06
E-Mail: c.riley@merseybasin.org.uk
www.merseybasin.org.uk

The Mersey Basin Campaign is a 25 
year, government backed partner-
ship, launched in 1985, to clean-up 
the rivers, streams and canals of 
England’s Northwest.  It covers two 
river basins – the Mersey and the 
Ribble. There are 29 local authorities 
in the Mersey Basin.

• to improve water quality
• to stimulate waterside regenerati-

on
• to raise awareness and engage 

the public and businesses in the 
process of improvement

• locally - through a network of 
Action Partnerships

• regionally - across the Mersey and 
Ribble Basins

· nationally - as a government–
backed partnership

· internationally - with 3 European 
projects

The Mersey Basin Campaign is one 
of the earliest organisations set up to 
create partnership working between 
the public sector, the private sector 
and the voluntary sector. It has been 
a pioneer in this highly effective way 
of working.

The merger between the Victoria 
University Of Manchester and the 
University of Manchester Institute of 
Science and Technology (UMIST) in 
2004 created the University Of Man-
chester, which is now the biggest uni-
versity in the UK. Despite this recent 
merger, the University’s origins can 
be traced back to 1824. The Uni-
versity is situated within the city of 
Manchester in Northwest England, a 
region that is world famous for being 
the cradle of the Industrial Revolu-
tion. The University has over 40.000 
students, supports over 15.000 jobs 
in the region, and produces a turn-
over in excess of £500 million. A 
£300 million capital investment pro-
gramme is currently ongoing, and 
the University is aiming to become 
one of the top 25 research-led aca-
demic institutions in the world.

Dr Jeremy Carter and Dr Joe Howe, 
who are contributing to the ENMaR 
project in partnership with the Mersey 
Basin Campaign, work within the 
School of Environment and Develop-
ment, which is part of the University’s 
Faculty of Humanities. The School 
combines the disciplines of geogra-
phy, planning and landscape and 
development policy and manage-
ment, and provides a forum to unite 
research into economic, social and 
environmental dimensions of human 
activity. Jeremy and Joe are based 
within the planning and landscape 
discipline, which has an interdisci-
plinary and international focus. Re-
search at planning and landscape 
links town planning, landscape plan-
ning and environmental manage-
ment. There is a focus on real world 
issues including sustainable urban 
development, environmental impact 
management and urban regeneration.

Mersey Basin Cam-
paign - England

Mersey Basin Campaign 
Objectives:

The Mersey Basin Campaign 
works:

University of Man-
chester – England






