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Restrictions in Protective Belts around Water Bodies
regarding Forests (Law on Protective Belts)
  Latvia

background
According to the Law on Protective Belts (Protected Zone Law) of Latvia, it is prohib-
ited to perform a clearcut within 50 m of a watercourse. Exceptions include cutting 
trees in an emergency, removing the results of windthrow, windfall and tree break-
age by snow and the renovation and management of �oodland meadows. If the 
protection zone is narrower than 50 m, clearcut is prohibited for the entire width of 
the zone. These protective belts are established for the sake of water quality as well 
as for the protection of biological diversity around the water bodies. Nevertheless, 
there are no scienti�c data about the impact of forest management around these 
water bodies. The law enforces speci�c restrictions on forest practices near water 
bodies and wetlands. The use of arti�cial fertilizers and pesticides is prohibited within 
10 m of a water body. Such substances are not standard practice in forestry however.

restrictions:

clearfelling prohibited within 20-100 m of mires 
(100 m if the area is greater than 10 ha)
clearcutting prohibited within 50 m of water 
bodies
clearcutting prohibited of black alder, oak, ash, 
willow, elm, lime-tree and maple in areas of 
protective belts (10-500 m from water body 
depending on size)
main felling prohibited within 10 m of water 
bodies
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10 Case studies - Forestry

objectives
Protection belts are put in place for watercourses, streams and arti�cial water 
bodies. Their purpose is to reduce the negative impacts of pollution on aquatic 
ecosystems, to prevent erosion, to limit economic activities in potential �ooding 
areas and to maintain the landscape.

key players
The Republic of Latvia, forest owners, forestry companies and municipalities

implementation
The law is enforced through the State Forest Service (SFS), an administrative civil 
institution within the Ministry of Agriculture, which is responsible for pursuing a uni-
�ed forest policy in all of Latvia`s forests, controlling observance of the provisions of 
statutory acts and implementing support programmes aimed at ensuring sustain-
able forest management. One of the functions of the State Forest Service is to ensure 
observance of laws and regulations on forest management and utilisation in Latvian 
forests. Forest owners are informed of restrictions through forest management plans 
(inventories) and so-called felling con�rmations (or permits), issued by State Forest 
Service for almost all forest management activities. The SFS is comprised of a Central 
O�ce and its territorial units. The State Regional Forest Districts function as the for-
estry authority for a de�ned territory and the entities for performing particular tasks.

�nancing
Costs are mainly indirect and occur largely due to 
the limitations in economic activities in the area.

challenges
Implementation of the Law on Protective Belts 
can sometimes be an economic burden on forest 
owners.

bene�ts
The main bene�t is preserving water resources as 
well as biodiversity around water bodies.

contact
Liga Brunina, Vides Projekti
Pils Street 17
LV - 1050 Riga

phone:  +371-7503137
email:  liga.brunina@videsprojekti.lv

Forest within the protective belt


